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Department.

Title.

Short Title.

Commencement.

Interpretation.

1918,.No. 7.
AN ACT to make Better Provision for the Administration of the

Post and Telegraph Depaytment. [10th December, 1918.
BE IT ENAOTED by the.! General Assembly of New Zealand
in Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:- .'

1. (1.) This Act may,/be cited as the Post 'and Telegraph
Department Act, 1918, a}'ld shall be read together with and be
deemed to constitute a s~:parate Division of the Post and Telegraph
Act, 1908 (hereinafter re~erred to as the principal Act).

(2.) 'This Act shall,6ome into operation on the first day of April,
nineteen hundred and nineteen.

2. In this Aot-./
" Minister" n;ieans the Minister holding the offices of Post­

master-<feneral and Minister of Telegraphs:
"Public Se/vice Commissioner" means the Oommissioner

appoin;ted under the Public Service Act, 19~2:

" Secretar,t" means the Secretary of the Post and Telegraph.
Depltrtment : .

" Deparpment " means the Post and Telegraph Department:
Take: in 1II4{~~tPo~~fi,~an8 a permaner:t officer of th~ Department"

~ ~!!lin t"J1ftt"Je;;I !!lil"l"t"Jm~ea 011 fH'@l!labott, bllt llQt a;

"iM130illo. 61itil131QyQ'''i
3. The several branches of the Public Service constituted under

Division I and Division II of the principal Act shall continue as

~i;
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All other officers to
be appointed by the
Public Service
Oommissioner.
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heretofore to constitute a single Department of State calles,l the
Post and Telegraph Department, which shall be administered by the
Minister holding the offices of Postmaster.:General and Minister of
Telegraphs. .' ...

4. 'rhe Public Service Act, 1912, shall have no application to Public Service Act,

the Post and Telegraph Department, and all references }hthat Act 1912, excluded,

to that Department and to the officers thereof shall cease to have
any force qreffect. .

5. (1.) Th~ following officers' of the Departrrient shall be Oertain officers to
appointed by the Governor-General-- . be appointed by the

.i '.. Governor-General.
(a.) The Secretary of the Post and Telegraph Department,

who shall, under the direction of the .lYIinister, have the
control and general administration of the Department;

(b.) 'rhe Ohief Telegraph Engineer;
(c.) The First Assistant Secretary of the Post and Telegraph

Department; and
(d.) The Second Assistant Secretary of the Post and Telegraph

Department.
(2.) The persons who at the commencement of this Act

hold office respectively as the Secretary, the Ohief'relegraph
Engineer, and. the First and Second .Assistant Secretaries of the
Department shall be deemed to ha.Ve been appointed to. those
offices under this Act, and shall continue to hold office under the
provisions of this Act accordingly. .

, 6. (1.) Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in the principal
Act or in any other Act, all othe,r officers of the Department shall
be appointed by the Public Service Oommissioner in accordance with
tIlis Act, and not otherwise. ....•
. .(2:) .All such other officers holding office at the commencement

of this Act shall be deemed to have been appointed under this Act,
and shall continue to hold office under the provisions of this Act
accordingly.

7. (1.) Without prejudice to the power of dismissal (in accord- Tenure of office.

ance with regulations under this Act) of any officer for inefficiency or
misconduct, every officer of the Department, other than an officer on
probation, shall be deemed to be a three-monthly servant, and shall be
removable by the Goverp.or-General at any time after three months'
notice given to that offlcer by the Secretary or Minister, or by any
officer acting with the authority of the Secretary or Minister.

(2.) Officers holding office on probation in accordance with
regulations under this Act may be removed. at any time by the
Secretary without n()tice.

8. (1.) Officers'of the Department shall receive such salaries and Salaries and

allowances as may/be prescribed by regulations made under this Act. allowances.

(2.) All suchi~alaries and allowances shall be paid out of moneys
appropriated by Parliament, save that until the passing of the next
annual Appropriation Act after the commencement of this Act all
such salaries and allowances may be paid without further appropriation
than this Act. . . ,

9 . No o:ffi.cerofthe Department shall be appointed to any other Restriction on

Dep.artment of the Government Service save with the cbnsent both of transfer of officers
to other

the Seoretary and of the permanent head of that other Department. Departments.
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Olassification of
De·partment.

Regulations.

RE.f£R TO Act, 19 lO'
No. 2. H 8etltiOn 9

Regulations to be
laid before
Parliament.

10. The Department shall be classified in accordance with
regulations to be made under this Act. .

11. The Governor-General may from time to time, by Order in
Council gazetted, make regulations-

(a.) For the classification of the Department;
(b.) Determining the salaries and allowances of officers of the

Department;
(c.) Prescribing the duties of officers of the Department;
(d.) Providing for the organization and discipline of the Depart­

ment;
(e.) Regulating leave of absence of officers of the Department;
(j.) Providing for inquiries into charges of inefficiency or mis­

. conduct against officers of the Department ;
(g.) Providing that officers proved on such inquiry to be ineffi­

cient or guilty of misconduct may be denlt with by way of
fine, reduction of salary, deprivation of privileges, reduc­
tion in grade or class, or dismissal from the Service; -.

(h.) Providing for the suspension of officers charged with
inefficiency or misconduct, and prescribing the results
of such suspension on the salary, rights, and privileges of
such officers;

(i.) Determining the mode,terms, "and conditions. on which
candidates for employment in the Department shall

"enter the service of the Department;
(j.) Providing for the examination of such candidates as to their

fitness for employm¢nt, and for the examination of officers
as to their fitness for promotion, and prescribing the fees
payable in respect of such examinations; .

(k.) Providing for the appointment of officers on probation, and
determining the period and conditions of such probation;

(l.) Providing for the temporary employment of persons in the
service of the Department, and determining the conditions
of such employ:ment;

(m.) Regulating the !flection and tenure of office of the elective
members of th~ Post and Telegraph Promotion Board and
of the Post a:p.d Telegraph Appeal Board constituted by
this Act; .-

(n.) Regulating the/procedure on appeals to the Post and Tele­
graph Appel(lil Board;

(0.) Providing for the imposition of penalties on officers making
appeals wh~ch are adjudged by the said Appeal Board to
be frivolous;

(p.) Providing for the payment by officers of rent for quarters
belonging to the Crown and used or occupied by such
officers for domestic purposes; and

(q.) Making any other provisions which may be necessary for
giving effect to this Act. .

12. All regulations made under this Act shall be laid before
both Houses of Parliament within fourteen days after publication
·in the Gazette if Parliament is then sitting,and if not, then
wit~in fourteen days after the commencement of the next ensuing
seSSIOn.



13. (1.) For the purposes of this Act there is hereby established Post a~d Telegraph
a Board to be called the Post and Telegraph Promotioll Board . Prom~tlOn Board. . ... . estabhshed.

(2.) The Board shall consist of five members, bei:p.g the Secretary
of the Department, the Chief Telegraph Engineer, th@ Chief
fu&~€}t0~th~lipe-r-ifttefiden~(Jf-S4T~and one other officer of the AMENDED: Vide Im11t.
Department to be elected in the prescribed manner by the officers of
the Department. . ..t

(3.) In the event of the incapacity of any member of the Board
by reason of sickness, absence, or other cause the Minister may
appoint any officer of the Department to ~ct in the place of that
member during his incapacity. . . .
. (4.) The Board shall meet at such tirrH~s and places as may be
determined by the Secretary of the Department, and at any meeting
of the Board three members shall constitute a quorum. .

14. (1.) In respect of all appointments of officers to be made Functions olthe
by the Public Service Commissionerl1nder this Act the following Promotion Board.

provisions of this section shall apply.
(2.) The matter shall in the first instance be cqnsidered by the·

Post and Telegraph Promotion Board, and the Board shall recom-
mend some person for appointmen~ to the vacant office. .

(3.) A person who is not an officer of the Department shall not be
so recommended unless the Boa,rd is satisfied that there is no officer
of the Department available and suitable for appointment.

(4.) As between the officers of the Department the Board shall
recommend the officer who .in the opinion of the Board is best
entitled by merit to the appointment:

(5.) As between officer$- who in the opinion of the Board are of
equal merit, the recommendation of the Board shall be determined
by the seniority of those officers in respect of their classification and
length of service in the Department.

(6.) The recommendation of the Board shall be sent to the
Public Service Commissioner, together with a statement as to the
grounds on which the recommendation has been made.

(7.) It shall be the duty of the Board from time to time at the
request of the Public Service Oommissioner to supply him with all
further information which the Commissioner may think material in
relation to the recommendation and appointment.

(8.) If the Public Service Oommissioner is satisfied that the
recommendation has been duly made by the Board in accordance
with the provisions of this Act he shall thereupon make the appoint­
ment in accordance with that recommendation.

(9.) If the Public Service Oommissioner is not so satisfied he
shall refer. the matter back to the Board for reconsideration, where­
upon the Board may make a further recommendation in accordance
with this Act.

(10.) If, after such reference back to the Board, the Public
Service Commissioner and the Board are unable to agree as to the
appointment, the matter shall be referred by the Oommissioner to
the Minister, who, after giving the Board and the Commissioner an
opportunity of being heard, shall finally determine the question, and
the appointment shall be made by the Oommisioner in accordance
with the determination of the Minister.

5*
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Repeal.

,[
!:
I,:
!
1:'

1;:

I::

1

\:':

I
'!

'i
I:

"

Post and Telegraph , '15. (1.) For the purposes of this Act there :is hereby established
~!t~~~ts~~;.rd 'a Board to be called the Post a;nd Telegraph Appeal Board.

(2.) The Board shall conSIst of-
(a.) Two persons appointed by the Goyernor-General to hold

office during his pleasure;
(b.) One officer of the Postal Branch of the Department to be

elected in the prescribed manner by the officers of that
branch; and

(c.) One officer of the Telegraph Br~IlCh of the Department to
be elected in the prescribecl,manner by the officers of
that branch.

(3.) The elected officer of the J!ostal Branch shall act. as a
member of the Board only in respec~/ of appeals by officers of the
Postal Br.anch, and the elected officer of the Telegraph Branch shall
act as a member ofthe Board only in respect of appeals by officers of
the Telegraph Branch.

(4.) Ip. the event of the incapficity of any member of the Board
'by reason .of illness, absence, or other cause, the Minister may appoint
any other fit person to act in the place of that member during his
incapaQity.

(5.)' The appointed members of the Board may receive, out of
moneys appropriated by Parliq,ment, such salaries, fees, or allowanoes
as the Minister thinks fit, but shall not be deemed to be permanent
officers of the Department OJ; of the Government Service within the
meaning of any Aot. '

Functions of the 16. (1.) Eyery officer,of the Department shall have the right of
REPEALED, an~HMlheretJr.appeal to ·the Post and f)Jelegraph ~6eal Board against any deter-

• ,Vide Inset. minationof his' superior qfficers r.@:l:a'tive to his classifioation or salary.
(2.) The Board shall have jurisdiotion to hear and determine

any such appeal, and £01' this purpose to summon and examine
witnesses on oath or otherwise, and to make such order as it thinks
just either for the payl,iYlent of the costs of the appeal by the Crown
to the appellant or by pthe appellant to the Orown.

(3.) The, determthation of the Board on any such appeal shall be
communioated by tl;le Board to the Seoretary of the Department,
who shall thereupo-p take such steps as may be necessary to give
effeot to that deterrriination.

Attempts to 17. (1.) No person shall in any manner attempt to influence the
~;~~i~~~entsor ' Minister,. or the l~ublic Service Oommissioner, or the Post and
appeals prohibited. Telegraph Prom<,>tlOn Board, or the Post and 'Telegraph Appeal

Board, or any rnember of either such Board, in respect of the
appointment or ~ppeal of any ot}ler person. "

(2.) NothiIJ}g in this section shall be so construed as to prohibit
any person fro¢ giving information or advice or making representa­
tions .in respe~t of any such appointment or appeal at the request
brinvitationqf the Minister, the Publio Service Oorhmissioner,or
either of the~aid Boards, or as a witness or, the representative oian
appellant before the Appeal Board.

(3.) Any person who commits abreach of the provisions of this
section shall be guilty of an offence punishable on summl;Lry con~

vietion by ~ fine not exceeding fifty pounds. . ,
18. JPivision III of the prinoipal Act, so far as still remaining

unrepealed, is here_by repealed.




