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1899, No. 12.
AN A-OTto better secur~ to Workers· the Payment in full of their

Wages. [19th October, 1899.
WHEREAS. there has lately grown np amongst certain ~mployers a
practice of taking outaeeident insurance polici~s, to' insure their
workmen against accident and themselves against liability under the
Employers' Liability Acts, and of compelling or inducing their work­
men to contribute, as premium for such insurance, sums at a rate
proportionate to their wages: And whereas such pr~ctice is oppres­
sive, and it is expedient to prevent the same: And whereas it is
also expedient to make other provisions for the protection of wages:

BE IT -'.l.'HEREFORE ENAOTED by the General Assembly ofNew Zea,.
land. in Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:-

1. The Short Title of this Act is "The Wages Protection Act,
1899"; and it shall form part of and be read together with ". The
Truck Act, 1891" (hereinafter called" the principal.Act ").

2. In this Act, if not inconsistent with the context,-'
"Employer" means any person, company, or local authority

employing any worker for hire or reward to perform any
kind of skilled or unskilled manual labour, and includes
" employer" as defined by the principal Act:

"Employers' Liability Acts" means" 'fhe Employers' Lia­
bility Act, lS82," and includes any other Act now or
hereafter in operation under which the employer is liable
to pay compensation or damages in respect of personal
injury to the worker by accident arising out of and in the
course of the worker's employment ;

"Worker" means any person of any age or either sex'
employed for hire or reward to perform any kind of
skilled or unskilled manual labour, and includes "work:
man" as defined by the principal Act.
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3. From and after the commencement of this Act- No money to be

.(1.) It B?all not be lawful ~or any employer to directly or i~l- ~;~:v~~:ers~~~ucted
dIrectly take, or. reCeIve any money from any workerm acc.i~ent insurance

his employ, whether by way of deduction from wages or polICies.

otherwise howsoever, in respect of any policy of insurance
against injury by accident.

(2.) It shall not be lawfu1.for any insurance company, or any
person on its'behalf,to direc.tly or indirectly take or receive
from any worker any money in respect of any policy of in­
surance ~which in any way, directly or indirectly, purports
to both indemnify the employer against any of his liability ,
under the Employers' Liability, Acts, and also to pay
compensation in respect of injury to the worker by
accident.

Provided that the provisions ,of this seCtion shall not apply to.
any voluntary arrangement 8.,rrived at between an employer and his
worker for insurance against accidents happening to such worker
outside the time in which he is engaged working for such employer;
provided, further,that such arrangement. is approved of by a
Stipendiary Magistrate after hearing evidence; hilt in no case shall
.the premium payable by.the worker exceed one-third of the total
amount payable. • .

4. All money so taken or received as aforesaid from any worker Moneys so received

may by him be recovered back at any time not exceeding six ~~c~t~~:J~d may be

mOliths thereafter, with full costs of suit, from the employer, com-
. pany, or person who took or received it. .

. 5. In any proce,edings or suit against any employer, company, Oonsent of worker
no defen'ce.or person-,

(1.) For the breach of any of the provisions of the principal Act
or this Act ; or .. .

(2.) For the recovery by the worker of money alleged to have
been taken or received from him in breach of any pro­

, .visions of the principal Act or this Act,-
the fact that the worker consented thereto shall not avail in any
way as an answer or defence.

6 .. Subsection two of- section six of the principal Act is hereby Section 60f "The

amended by adding at the end of that subsection the words" or the ~~ueC:d~.t, 1891,"

defendant or his agent."
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