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1897, No.7.
AN AOT to prevent the Unnecessary Employment of Manual Labour

in Mines on Sundays. [18th December, 1897.
BE IT ENAOTED by the General Assembly of New Zealand in
Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the same, as fol­
lows :-

1. The Short Title of this Act is " The ,Sunday Labour in Mines
Prevention Act, 1897."

2. Except in cases where the previous authority in writing of an
Inspector of Mines has been obtained; it shall not be lawful for any
person or company to directly or indirectly employ any workman on
Sunday for hire or reward to do. any skilled or unskilled manual
labour in or about any mine within the meaning of " The Mining
~ct, 1891," or " The Ooal-mines Act, 1891."

3. No Inspector of Mines shall give any such authority as
aforesaid except in cases where he is satisfied that the labour cannot
be suspended on Sunday without risk of injury to the mine or its
operations; and when giving such authority he shall in each case
state in writing his reasons for granting such authority, and shall
specify the number of workmen that may be employed and the nature
of their employment, and the period during which such. authority
shall extend.

4. There shall be the right of appeal to the Warden of the
mining district from the decision of any Inspector of Mines in respect
of the granting or refusing of an authority under sections two or
three of this Act.

5. If any workman is employed in breacnof this Act, the person
or company employing him, and also, where the employer is a com­
pany, the mine-manager and every director thereof, are severally
liable to a penalty not exceeding fi.,·e pou?-ds :
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Provided that it shall be a sufficient defence to a prosecution What a suffiCient
d h · A f . 1 defence.un er t IS ct i the Oourt is satisfied that the emp oyment was

rendered necessary by reason of breakage or other special emergency
involving danger to life or damage to property. ._

6. Nothing herein contained shall be c~)Ustrued to affect the Not to affect other. provision.
operatIOn of section sixteen of " The Police Offences Act, 1884" :

Provided that no person shall be punish~d twice for the same
offence.

J
7. This Ahct shall. come .111,to .. ope~at~on on. the first day· of~paetr:~to~~ming into

anuary, one t ollsand eIght htmdted and nInety-eIght.

. . .
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