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Short Title.

1890, No. 12.
.A.N ACT to amend the Electoral Acts.

[Brd September, 1890.
:BE rr ENAOTED by the General Assembly of New Zealand in
Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the same, as fol­
lows :-

1. The Short Title of this Act is "The Electoral Acts Amend­
ment Act, 1890."

Regulation of
Elections Aet
inoorporated.

Repeals.

Returning Officer
to give notice of
election da.y.

PART 1.
REGULATION OF ELECTIONS.

2. This Part of this Act shall be rl."..ad togethel· with" The Regu­
lation of Elections Act, 1881" (herein referred to as "the said Act "),
and be deemed to form part thereof.

3. Sections ten to sixteen, and the Third, Fourth, and Fifth
Schedules of the said Act, and section six of "The Electoral Acts
Amendment Act, 1887," are hereby respectively repealed.
. 4. Every Returning Officer, on the receipt of a writ, shall indorse
thereon the date of its receipt, and shall forthwith give at least fifteen
days' notice of the day of election, in the form or to the effect set forth
in the Form A of the First Schedule.
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5. Any duly-registered elector, with his consent, may be nominated Nom~nations.

as a candidate for eleetion for any district, by not less than two electors CanC!idattedsbw bte

th 1· . d + • + t· . h .(/ nomma e y wofor e ast-mentione dIstnct, by a nomma Ion-paper ill t e J.orm or eleetOl'S. •

to the effect set forth in the Form B·of the First Schedule, given or
transmitted to the Returning Officer so as to reach him not less
than seven days before the day appointed for the poll.

The consent of any person to be nominated may be signified to Consent may be
the Returning Officer by letter sent by post or aflixed to .the nonrina- sent by telegraph.

tion-paper, or by an ordinary message by telegraph, which shall be
deemed to be delivered in time if delivered at the telegraph office for
transmission within the time hereinbefore limited.

6. Each candidate shall be nominated by a separate nomination- Can~id.ates to be

Paper in such manner as in the opinion of the Returning Officer nommated bJ:, . '+ . • ' separate nom!-
is calculated to sufficIently Identify such candidate; but the same Milion-paper.

electors, or any of them, may subsoribe as many nomination-papers as
there are vacancies to be filled, but no more.

7. Every candidate, or some person on his behalf, shall,at the Depo;qit by
time of sending to the Returning Officer his consent to be nominated, oandlclane,

deposit with or remit to the said officer the sum of ten pounds, which
sum shall be retained by such Returning Officer until after the official
notification of the poll, and in case such candidate, not having been
elected,hasnotpolled-ascmanyvotes ·as .shall equal in number one~

tenth of the number of votes polled by the successfulcandidate, or.i.f
there be more than one, by the successful candidate who has been
returned by the fewest number of votes at such election, the same
shall be forfeited and paid into the Oonsolitlated Fund, but shall other~
wise be returned to the person who has paid the same.

8. No objection to a nominatiou-paper on the ground of the Objeotions to
description of the candidate being insufficient or not being in eom- nominations.

pliance with this Act shall be allowed or deemed valid unless such
objection is made in writing and delivered to the Returning Officer
not less than five clear days before the day appointed for the poll.

9. On receipt of every such notice or nomination the Returning NOl11i~f1tions to be
Officer shall immediately advertise the names of the several candidates advel'tllled,

in such newspaper circulating within the district as he shall deem best
calculated to give full publicity to the same.

10. Any candidate may withdraw, but not later than five clear Oandidatemay
days before the day of polling, by giving or transmitting to the withdra.w,

Returning Officer a notice in the form or to the effect set forth in the
Form 0 of the First Schedule, signed by the candidate and attested by
a Justice of the Peace.

Any candidate giving- such notice shall not be capable of being
elected, and all votes given for him (if any) shall be void and of no
effect.

11. The Returning Officer shall forthwith publish such notice in Names to be

such manner as he shall deem best calculated to give full publicity to ~~!tted from
the same, and shall omit from the voting~papers to be printed as in '0 mg-papers.

the said Act provided the names of every candidate who· has so with-
drawn; or, if such voting-papers be alrea.dy printed, he shall erase
therefrom the name of every candidate so withdrawn.

12. If no more candidates than the number to be elected are Prooeeding where

nominated, or if any candidate who has been nominated withdraws, in :~~~~~~~ot
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manner hercinbefore provided, so that there shall remain no more
candidates than the number to be elected, the Retuming Officer shall,
by public notice to IJ('} given on or before Ule day appointed for taking
the poll, declare such candidates duly elected.

13. 'fhe names of the persons so elected shall be indorsed on
the writ br the Returning Officer, and the writ shall be by him
returned to the Oler}\. of the 1Vrits forthwith and ,vithil1 the time
speoified therein.

14. If more candidates than the number to be eleotecl are
nominated, and a sufficient number do not withdraw so as to leave
the required number to be eJected, then, for deciding between such
candidates, a poll shall take place on the day named in the ID'it for
that purpose.

Whenelee~orcallnot 15. Every elector who is unable to read or 'Yrite may request
rea.<1 or wrIte. a sorutineer or scrutineers to accompany the Returning Officer

when such elector desires to record his vote, and thereupon such
scrutineer 01' scrutineers may inspect the same after the Returning
Officer shall l1ave struck out the names of the candidates for whom he
declared his intention not to vote.

16. If a duly-nominated candidate shaD die after the last da;r on
which nomination-papers can be sent iu, and before the day appointed
for the voIl at an election, the Returning Officer shall, upon being
satisfied of the fact of such death, countermand notice of the poll, and
all proceedings with reference to the election shall be commenced
afresh in all respects as if the writ had· been received by him on the
day on which proof was given him of such death:

Provided that 110 fresh notice shall be necessary in the case of a
candidate who at the time of the oonntermand of the poll has given
the notice required by sectionten of this Act .

~,1nenever·the proceedings in any election are· fo be commenced
afresh in consequence of the death of a ca:tldidate the Returning
Officer shall, previous to their commenoement, indorse on the '\<vrit the
fact of such death, the date of the proof thereof, ancI of the counter~

mand of the poll in consequence.
17. Section forty-five of the said Act is herebr repealed, and in

lieu thereof it is enacted asfollows:-
The Returning Officer shall make up, from the list made out by

him as last aforesaid, and from the list so transmitted by the Deputy
Returning Officers as aforesaid (corrected by disallowing votes if need
he), the general state of the poll, and shall, as soon as convenientl;r
may be on or after the day or the poll, give public notice of the num­
ber of votes l'eceived by each candidate, and declare those candidates,
not exceeding the number to be elected, who have received in the
aggregate at all the polling-places the greatest number of votes to be
duly elected as members for the district.

. 18. "There the Returning Officer of any district is unable to
complete the state of the poll on the evening of the closing thereof, by
reason of his not having received the Yotes of seamen exercised for
the district, he may, on the said evening or thereafter, in such manner
as he thinks fit, make known unofficially the state of the poU so far as
he can make it up to such time, and ma:)' state what number of
seamen's votes are in transit and have not been received by him,

Names of persol1~

elected to be
indorsed on writ.
and writ returned.
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and in no case shall the official declaration be delayed for longer than
seven days after the day of polling, and any votes which shall not
have been received within such seven davs shall not be cOlmted.

.c\..nd in the case of a:q. election for tile supplying a vacancy whilst
the House of ]lepl'esentatives is in session, if the Returning Officer
shall find that the candidate having a majority of votes given in his
Eavour would still haye a majority of -rotes 'if all Hie seamen's votes to
arrive were gi\'cn against him, then and in mcll case the Returning
Officer may declare such candidate to be ett'cLed, and he shall be
qualified to tako his seat.

PART n.
VOTING :BY SEAMEN.

19. In this Part of this Act, if not inconsistent with the Interpreta.tion,

context,-
.. Collector" means the Collector of Customs at any port or

place, and includes the print:ipal officer of Oustoms at anv
port or place: "

.. :Master" means and includes eyery person (except a pilot)
having command or charge of anJ' vessel:

" Seaman" .. yueans aIld includes every .. person who has been
engaged at sea for not less than two years, and who for the
most part of the six months immediately preceding the
date of making his claim for an elector's right has been
employed or engaged in any capacity on board any vessel
or vessels, of' any tonnage, used in navigation, not propelled
by oars~ registered in or owned inNew Zealand.

20. Every duly-re~istered electqr whose name appears on the Sea.man,toma.ke

electoral roll of any district, who is a seaman as defined by this Act, and ~l~:,.~~o:nand
not disqualified by any law for the time being in force, shall be entitled eleot.or's right.

to receive an electOl"s l'ight in virtue of his enrolment as aforesaid, and
for such pm'pose shall a.ppem' personally before theUegistrar Tor the
electoral district for which he is el1l'oUed, and in his presence shall
make and sign a claim and deolaration to the effect in the Form A
of the Second Schedule of this Act.

21. The ltegistrar, on being satisnecl that the claimant is duly I~sue of elector's
el1l'olled as an elector of the district,- rl~t.

(1.) Shall fill up a Form B in the Second Schednle of this Act,
purporting to entitle such claimant to vote as a seaman at
elections of members to serve in the House of Re nta­
tives for such district, in the manner provided by is Act,
and, haYi~g placed a J1Umber thereon, shall deliver the same
to the claImant; and

(2.) Shall wlite opposite to the name of the claimant, on the
roll of the distlict~ the words" Seaman's electoral right
issued," shall erase from the said roll any other qualifica­
tion in respect whereof such claimant is registered, and
shall initial such entry and erasure and insert the date of
the issue of such right and the number of such right.

The said Registrar shall forthwith after the issue of a writ for' an
election, transmit to the Returning Officer of the district a list of all
electors' rights issued to seamell, together with the original applica-
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tiol1s, signed by such seamen, for the said rights, and the Returning
Officer shall keep the said applications for the purpose of verification
of signatures as hereinafter mentioned.

22. No person to whom an elector's right is issued as a seaman
shall be entitled to vote at any election for the district where the said
right was issued, unless he produces his elector's right and has the
same indorsed as hereinafter provided.

23. :Every seaman being the holder of an elector's right issued to
him for any district shall be qualified by vhtue of such right to vote
in any part of the colony at an election of a. member or members of
the House of Representatives for the aforesaid district, and for such
purpose-

(1.) Shall apply in person, at any time after the issue of a writ
for an election in such district, and before tbe hour of
closing the poll on the polling-day, to the Collector of
Customs at any port, and produce to him his elector's
right, and sign an application in the Form C in the
Second Schedule for a voting-paper in respect of the
aforesaid district.

(2.) 'l'he Oollector shall thereupon fill up a blank voting-paper
witb the names of the candidates of such district, and
shall then write upon the bottom of the left-hand corner
of the back of the voting-paper his initials and the number
of the elector's right produced to 11im in respect of which
the voting-paper is given, and, after securing the said
corner by gum or otherwise, shall sign his name near such
cornel', together with the name of his office, shall give the
same to the voter, who shall, without leaving the room,
erase in pencil or in inlcth.~l1aIlles()ftllecandidate8 for
whemi he does not wish to vote, und, having folded the
paper so that the contents cannot be seen, shall return
it to the Collector, who shaH in the presen.ce of the
voter enclose the voting-paper in an envelope addressed
to the Returning Officer of the district for whioh the
vote is exercised, and, having closed the envelope, shall
enclose the first envelope, together with the aforesaid
application of the voter for a voting-paper, in a second
envelope similarly addressed, and shall forthwith post it to
its address.

The Collector shall then indorse the elector's right
with a note of the exercise thereof, and shall sign and
date the same, and then return it to the voter.

Every such letter shall go free by post.
(3.) In the event of any such seaman applying for a voting­

paper for any district after the issue of a writ, hut before
the names of the candidates have been published, the
Collector shall prepare a blank voting-paper as aforesaid,
excepting the names of the candidates, and give suoh blank
voting-paper to the applicant, who may write thereon the
name of any person for whom he may wish to vote in case
of his becoming a candidate, and, having folded the paper
so that the contents cannot be seen, shall return it to the
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Collector, who shall deal with such "Voting-paper in the
manner herein provided in all respects. .

(4.) Every Collector shall telegraph to the Returning Officer of
every district day by day from the day of the issue of
the "Tit to the day of the closing of the poll at an
election the number of voting-papers applied for, exer­
cised, and transmitted by him to such Returning Officer,
together with the number of the respective electors'
rights in respect whereof the said voting-papers were
issued by him.

'rhe Returning Offioer, on receiving such telegram,
shall place against the name of every person on the roll
to whom a voting-paper has been issued as aforesaid a
note indicating that such person has voted or has proposed
to vote.

(5.) Every Returning Officer, on receiving a voting- aper trans­
mittedto him as in this section mentioned, compare
the signature of the voter, in his application for a voting­
paper transmitted to him by the Collector, with the signature
on the original application for an elector;s right made by
such voter transmitted to him by the Registrar of the <lis­
trict,and; if he nl1ds the signatures to beiden.tieaJ,shall
allow the vote and have it duly recorded; but if he nnds
the signature dissimilar shall reject the voting-paper as
informal.

And every voting-paper given in favour of any person
who has not been duly nominated shall be rejected as
informal by the Returning Officer.

94. Notwithstanding anything contained in the last-preceding SeaUlen may vote
section, every seaman as aforesaid who at the time of any election for in ~istJ:ictwhere

1.. ~1:~' hI' . ht 1 b . d to h' ·h 11 b registered whenevertlie w:stnct were an e ector s rIg las. een Issue lm sa e prese,nt tr:ere in
present within such district may vote therein by applying to and electIon tlme.

producing to any Returning Officer the elector's right issued to him;
and the Returning Officer, on being satisfied that the applicant is
entitled to vote at suoh eleotion, shall mark a voting-paper as in
ordinary cases and give it to the voter, and, having indorsed the
elector's right as mentioned in the last section, shall return it to such
"Voter.

95. Every person who loses his electoral right shall, on personal In case of loss,
application to the Registrar of the district from whom he received it, d.uplica.lie ele3~r'g

and making the declaration in the Form D in the Second Schedule nght may be lSsued.

hereto, and on payment to him of the sum of two shillings, be entitled
to have a duplicate of such right granted to him.

96. Every person who wil:tUlly makes a false declaration in Penalty for ma.kind
respect of any particulars required to be stated in any claim or declal'a- false claim. 0

tion under this Part of this Act is liable to a penalty not exceeding
twenty pounds, or to imprisonment for any period not exoeeding three
months.

97. Every master of a ship whioh happens to be in any port of Penalty on master

the colony at the time of any general or particular election, at the ~:~~~~:ef:m~
request of any of the crew being electors at suoh election, and on pro- to vote. n crew

duction of their respective elector's right in respect of the said election,
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shall allow such person or persons to go ashore at a propel' time to
admit of their votin~ for such election; and every master refusing as
aforesaid to permit any of his crew to vote is liable to one month's
imprisonment with hard labour.

Schedules. SCHEDULES.

FIRST SCHEDULE.

FORM A.
Notice of PoUing-d<Jlfj.

IN pursuance of <t The Regulation of Elections Act, 1881," and "The Electoral
Acts Amendment Act, 1890," T. , 'Returning Officer for the Electoral District
of , do hereby give notice thll,t, by virtue of a writ bearing date the
day of ,18 ,under the hand of the Clerk of Writs, an election will be held
for the return of a qualified person to serve as a member [01' members] for the said
electoral district; and that the poll, if necessarr, will be taken at the several polling-
places of the said district 011 the day of ,18 .

Every person desirous of becoming a candidate must be n01l1inll,ted by not less
than two electors of the district, by a nomination-paper as prescribed by section five
of the Amendment Act, delivered to the Beturning Officer on or before the
day of ,18 .

The following are the polling-places for the Electoral District of [Insert list of
polling-places]. A.B.,

Returning Officer.

C.D.
E.F.

[FU,U1utl1lte8, 1'esiamwe, aJw oOOlJlpatw1lt of two electors nominating.]

}j'ORM B.
Nonltinat-ion-paper.

To the BetuJ:ning Officer £01' the ElectoralDishl;id of
WE, the undersigned electors for the Electoral District of , do hereby nominate
A.B., of [residence, occupation], \yith his consent, as a candidate at the election of

member of the House of Hepresentatives for the aforesaid electoral district,
the poll wherefor is appointed for the day of ,18 .

I consent.
A.B. ,Candidate.

POEM C.

Notice of WitluJrawat fl'O'l1b C(l;/ltCUdatu1'e.

To the Returning Officer for the.Electoral District of .
1 [1utl1Ud/lt fuU] , the underHigned, hereby give notice that 1 withdraw1l1v name as a
candidate at the election of member of the House of Bepres~lltatives for
the Electoral District of

(Signature.)
{Abode.)
(Qualification.)

Signed in the presence of-
C.D., a Justice of the Peace.
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(Signature.)
(Address.)

Signed and declared by the claimant
this day of ,18 ,
before me--

Registrar for the Electoral District of

SEOOND SCHEDULE.
FORM A.

ApplicatiArn for an Elector's Right.
To the Registrar of the Electoral Distnct of

I [name in ft~ll;j , being a registered elector whose name is on the electoral roll for
this distnct, claim to have an elector's right issued to me in respect of a seaman's
qualification, and I declare that I have been engaged at sea for two years, and have
sailed in a ship registered [or owned] in New Zealand, for the greater part of the
six months immediately g the date hereof.

Dated the y of ,,18.

Indorsed: Voted at
of

FOEM B.
Ekotoral DisfJriot of .-SeamUln's ElectO'r's R'ight No.

'Ims is to certify that is qualiiied as a seaman to vote at all elections of
members of the House of Representatives for the Electoral District of

Regist>l'ar for the Electoral District of
, this
18 .

Collect;o1'of(:Justoms.
FORM C.

Application .f01' Voting-pap81'.
To the Collector of Cnstoms at the Port of ,

I [name in fl~ll;j , hereby claim to have a voting-paper handed to me for the pur se of
voting at the election now being heW for member of the House of e~

sentatives for the Electoral District of ; and I declare that I am the person
named in the elector's right herewith, and am still entitled to vote at such election.

(Signature.)
Witness- (Address.)

(Signature.)
(Adc1ress.)

, this
,18 ,in the

Declarec1 by the said
day of

presence of
Registrar for the Electoral District of

FORM D.
Doota1'(ztion of L08s of Eleotor's Right.

I [1UH1Ul ,in full] , do hereby declare that I anl the [name of declarant] whose name is
on the roll of electors for members of the House of Representatives for the E1e.ctoral
Distriqt of , and that I have not parted with my elector's right to any person
whomsoever, for any purpose whatsoever, but that the same has been lost, or mis­
laid, or destroyed.

WELLINGTON: Printed under authority of the New Zealand Govel'11ment,
by GEORGE DIDSBURY, Government Printer.-1890.


