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New Zealand. 

P O L I C E O F F E N C E S . 
1908, No. 146. 

AN ACT to consolidate certain Enactments of the General Assembly 
relating to the Suppression of Various Offences and in Restraint 
of Vagrancy. 

BE IT ENACTED by the General Assembly of New Zealand in 
Parliament assembled, and by the authorty of the same, as follows:— 

Short Title. 1 . (1.) The Short Title of this Act is " T h e Police Offences Act, 
1 9 0 8 " 

Enactments (2.) This Act is a consolidation of the enactments mentioned in the 
consolidated Schedule hereto, and with respect to those enactments the following 

provisions shall apply :•— 
Savings. (a.j AH warrants, orders, regulations, by-laws, and generally all acts of 

authority which originated under any of the said enactments, 
and are subsisting or in force on the coming into operation of 
this Act, shall enure for the purposes of this Act as fully and 
effectually as if they had originated under the corresponding 
provisions of this Act, and accordingly shall, where neces-
sary, be deemed to have so originated. 

(b.) All matters and proceedings commenced under any such enact-
ment, and pending or in progress on the coming into operation 
of this Act, may be continued, completed, and enforced under 
this Act. 

(3.) This Act is divided into Parts, as follows :— 
P A R T I.—General Police Provisions. (Sections 3 to 27.) 
P A R T I I .—Indecency and Vagrancy. (Sections 2 8 to 5 3 . ) 
P A R T III.—Billiard-rooms and Boxing Contests. (Sections 5 4 

to 6 4 . ) 
P A R T IV.—Miscellaneous Provisions. (Sections 6 5 to 77.) 

interpretation. 2 . In this Act, if not inconsistent with the context,— 
1884, No. 24, sec. 2 " Imprisonment" means imprisonment with or without hard 

labour at the discretion of the convicting Court: 
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"Local authority" means the body or persons in whom the 
property in any public place is vested, or who have the 
management or control of any public place as defined in 
this Act : 

" Public place " includes and applies to every road, street, foot-
path, footway, court, alley, and thoroughfare of a public 
nature, or open to or used by the public as of right, and to 
every place of public resort so open or used. 

PART I. 
GENERAL POLICE PROVISIONS. 

Obstructions and Breaches of Good Order. 

3. Every person is liable to a fine not exceeding five pounds who— Offences relating to 
(a.) Throws or places any glass, filth, dirt, rubbish, or other matter °^®r,and 

of a similar nature, or any earth, stones, or other material, obstructions in 
upon any public place : or public places. 

t-L \ T>-1 1 • 1 1 X i £ 1884, No. 24, sec. 3 
(6.) Hides or drives, or wheels any truck, barrow, or carriage oi any 

kind, upon or along any public footpath, or carries any load 
on his shoulders or otherwise, to the danger or obstruction 
of persons using such footpath ; or 

(c.) Places any hoarding, scaffolding, timber, bricks, or other 
building materials upon any public place without having 
first obtained the permission of the local authority; or 

(id.) Leaves standing or lying upon any part of a public place any 
truck, wheelbarrow, or other similar thing, or any packing-
case, crate, basket, cask, barrel, package, or any other 
incumbrance; or 

(e.) Burns any litter, straw, shavings, or other combustible materials 
upon any public place, or on any open space near any build-
ing, and so as to endanger such building ; or 

(/.) Leaves any inflammable materials or matter in any public place, 
or on any open space near any building, without having 
first obtained the permission of -the local authority; or 

(g.) Draws or trails any sledge, timber, or any other heavy material 
in or upon any public place to the injury of or material 
damage to ~ such public place ; or 

(h.) Allows the drippings of the eaves of any house to fall upon any 
public footpath or footway ; or 

(i.) Opens any drain or sewer, or removes the surface of any public 
footpath, public footway, or public carriage road, or makes 
any cellar-door or other opening from the footway of any 
public place, without having first obtained the permission of 
the local authority ; or 

(j.) Has any awning or show-board or sign-board on any public 
footpath or footway not being eight feet clear above such 
footpath or footway, or hangs any goods on or under such 
awning over such footpath or footway; or 

(lc.) Exposes for sale any article whatsoever on or outside of any 
shop window or doorway abutting on any public place so 
as to encroach thereon; or 



~:572 1908.] Consolidated Statutes. 

(I.) Suspends or places any carcase, meat, or offal so as to overhang 
any part of a public place ; or 

(m.) Neglects to clean any private yard, way, passage, or avenue, 
by which neglect a nuisance, by offensive smell or otherwise, 
is caused ; or 

(n.) Empties any privy or cesspool, or carts away any nightsoil or 
other offensive matter, without a license from and without 
having given such security as may be required by the local 
authority; or 

(o.) Spills or casts, or allows to be spilt or cast, into or upon any 
public place any nightsoil or other offensive matter; or 

(p.) Sells or exposes for sale, or has in possession with intent to sell, 
any unwholesome meat, fish, game, poultry, or fruit, or 
vegetables, or milk; or 

(q.) Slaughters, except in cases of inevitable necessity, or skins any 
animal upon any public place, or permits any slaughtered 
animal or skin to remain there, or leaves any dead animal on 
such place ; or 

(r.) Throws or leaves any dead animal or part thereof, or animal 
remains, or offensive matter of any kind upon any public 
place, or into any river, creek, stream, or other water, or on 
the bank thereof; or 

(s.) Suffers any dead animal or any part thereof to remain unburied 
upon his land or on premises in this occupation adjacent to 
any public place so as to become a nuisance; ol 

(£.) Neglects to bury or cause to be buried the body or part of the 
body of any animal belonging to him, or in his charge or 
keeping, that may have died while straying or while being 
driven from any one place to another ; or 

(u.) Exposes in any public place (except in any fair or market law-
fully appointed for that purpose) any horse or other animal 
for show, hire, or sale ; or shoes, bleeds, or dresses any horse 
in any public place ; or 

(v.) Permits any horse to serve a mare for breeding purposes, or 
permits a mare to be brought to a horse, or a horse to be 
brought to a mare, in order to ascertain if she is in season 
for taking the horse for breeding purposes, in or within sight 
of any public place ; or 

(w.) Rolls any cask, beats any carpet, flies any kite, uses any bows 
and arrows, or catapult, or shanghai, or plays at any game 
to the annoyance of any person in any public place, or 
obstructs any public place whether by allowing any cart or 
animal to remain across such public place, or by placing 
goods thereon, or otherwise ; or 

(x.) Wantonly or maliciously disturbs any inhabitant by ringing 
any door-bell, knocking at any door, blowing any horn, 
beating any drum, using any other noisy instrument in any 
public place, or ringing any fire-bell; or 

(y.) Places any placard or other document, writing, or painting on or 
otherwise defaces any house or building, or any wall, fence, 
lamp-post, or gate, without the consent of the occupier or 
owner thereof; or 


