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tendence to break up
6treets, &0., and open
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AN ACT' to 3:uthorize "The Thames Gas Company
(Lirnited) " to break up Streets and Bridges, and to
lay down and maintain Pipes Conduits and Service
pipes for supplying the Thames Gold Field and its
Vicinity with Gas. [2nd October, I 87 3.1

W.HEREAS a Joint Stoc,lr CO,lupany• has been incorporated under
the provisions of "The Joint Stock COlnpanies Act, 1860," by
the name of "The Thames Gas Company (Limited)," having

for its object the production of gas and the supply thereof within the
Towns of Grahamstown and Shortland and the Thames Gold ~Field:

And whereas it is expedient that powers should be given to enable the
said Company to carry out the object for which it was established:

BE IT THEREFORJ!j ENACTED by the General Assembly of New
Zealand in Parlialnent assembled, and by the authority of the same,
as follows :-

1. The Short Title of this Act shall be "The Thanle,s Gas
Company's Act, 1873."

2. The following words and expressions in this Act shall have
the meanings ,hereby respectively assigned to theln, unless there be
something in the subject or context repugnant to such construction:

The word" Company" shall mean" The 'rhanles Gas Cornpany
(Limited) ."

The word "lands" shall include messuages lands tenements
and hereditaments.

The word "street ',' shall include any square court or alley
highvray lane road thoroughfare wharf jetty dock and
public passage or place.

,The expression " gasworks" shall nlean the gasworks belonging
to the said Company and the works connected therewith.

The word "rent" shall include any reward or paylnent to be
made to the said Company for a supply of gas.

The expression" Resident Magistrate" shall also mean two or
more Justices of the Peace nlet and acting together.

The expression "Highway Board" shall mean any body or
person for the time being having the control or manage-'
nlent of the streets.

3. The Oompany, under such superintendence as is hereinafter
specified, may open and break up the soil and pavement of the several
streets and bridges within the limits of this Act, and may open and
break up any sewers drains or tunnels ·within or under such streets
and bridges, and lay down and place pipes conduits service-pipes and
otlH~r works other than for the manufacture of gas, and fronl tiule to
time repair alter or relnove any pipes conduits service-pipes or other
works heretofore or hereafter to be laid down or placed, and also Inake
any sewers. that ma~y be necessary for carrying off the washings and
waste liquids which may arise in the making of the gas; and for the
purposes aforesaid may remove and use all earth and materials in and
under such streets and bridges, and may in such streets erect any
pillars lamps and other works, and do all other acts which the Coul,pany
shall from time to time deem nepessary for supplying gas within the
limits aforesaid, doing as little damage as may be in the execution
of the powers hereby granted, and making compensation for any
damage that may be done in the' execution of such powers. I
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4. Provided always that nothing herein shall authorize or em- N~t to enter on
Power the Company to lay down or place any pipe or other works p~Ivate landswIthout consent.
into through or against any buildings or in any land not dedicated to
public use without the consent of the owners or occupiers thereof; but
the Company may at any time enter upon and lay or place any new
pipe in the place of an existing pipe in any land wherein any pipe
hath heretofore been or hereafter may be lawfully laid down or placed
by the Company, and may repair or alter any pipe or work so laid
down and placed.

5. Provided further that it shall be lawful for any owner or Own~rsandoccupier.

occupier of any building or land not dedicated to public use, into ~ft~;I;~:fti~:~~may

through or against which any pipe or other works shall have been laid pipes. '
down or placed with the consent of the owner or occupier thereof for
the time being, at any tinle thereafter, if such owner or occupier for
the time being shall deenl it necessary or expedient, upon giving forty-
eight hours' notice to the Company, at his own costs and charges, but
under the superintendence of the Company, to alter 'and vary the
position of such pipe or other works, and to relay and replace the
saIne, so that full compensation be made for any damage done thereby
to tho Company, or for any hindrance or obstruction which may
thereby be occasioned to the lighting of any public or private lamp.

6. Before the Company proceed to open or break up any street Before bre~king up
bridO'e sewer drain 01' tun"lel the Company shall give to the Highway s~reets notIce to beb . . . 1 , gIven.
Board or other person under w·hose control or management the same
Inay be, or to their Clerk Surveyor or other officer, notice in writing of
their intention to open or break up the saIne not less than forty-eight
hours before beginning such work, except in cases of emergency arising
fronl defects in any of the pipes or other works, and then as soon as is
possible after the beginning of the work or the necessity for the same
shall have arisen.

7. No street bridge seV\'~er drain or tunnel shall, except in cases of Streets &c. not to
, b d ~ b ~ k t d ~ th· ··t d be broken up exceptemmgency, e opene or ro en up e~cep un er e superln en ence under superintend-

of an officer appointed by the Highway Board for that purpose, and enc~ of persons
d· t h 1 h 11 b db I ffi . havmg control ofaceor lng 0 sue pans as sa,. eapprove y sue 1 0 eel', or In case same,

of any difficulty respecting such plans then according to such plans
as shall be determined by a Resident Magistrate ; and such Resident
Magistrate may, on the application of such Highway Board or other
person having the control or Inanagement of any street bridge se'wer
drain or tunnel, or their officer, require the COlnpany to 11lake such
temporary or other 'works as such Resident Magistrate may think
necessary for guarding against any interruption of the drainage during
the execution of any ,yorks ,vhich interfere with any such .street
bridge sewer drain or tunnel: Provided always that if the I-lighway If person~ having
Board or other person having such control or management as afore8aid"~~;~~~~{:1~~tocom_'

-and their officer, fail to attend at the time fixed for the opening or pany may I:~rform'
breakinO' up of any such street bridge sewer drain or tunnel .after the work WIthout

1:'. C , them.
having had such notice of the Company's intention as aforesaid, or
shall not propose any plan for breaking up or opening the same, or
shall refuse or neglect to superintend the operation, the Company 111ay
perform the work specified in such notice ,vithout the superintendence
of such persons or their officer.

8. """Then the Company open or break up the road or pavement Street,s ?roken up

f t t b 'd d' t 1 tl h 11 'tl to be remstatedo any s ree or rl ge, or any sewer raIn or unne, ley s a W'l.l without delay.
all convenient speed complete the work for which the sanle shall be
broken up, and fill in the ground, and reinstate and make good the
road or pavelnent or the sewer drain or tunnel so opened or broken up,
and earry away the rubbish occasioned thereby, and shall at all times
whilst any such road or pavement shall be so opened or broken up
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district may require
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extend their gas
pipes.

cause the same to be fenced and guarded, and shall cause a light
sufficient for the warning of passengers to be set up and maintained
against or near such road or pavement when the same shall be open
or broken up, every night during which the same shall be continued
open or broken up, and shall keep the road or pavement which has
been so broken up in good repair fqr three months after replacing and
making good the same and for such further time (if any), not being
more than twelve months in the 'whole, as the soil so broken up shall
continue to subside.

Penalty for delay in 9. If the Company open or break up any. street or bridge or any
reinstating streets, sewer drain or tunnel without such notice as aforesaid, or in a manner&c.

different from that which shall have been approved of or determined
as aforesaid, or without making such temporary or other works as
aforesaid when so required, except in the cases in 'which the Company
are hereby authorized to perform such works without any superin
tendenceor notice) or if the Company make any unnecessary delay in
completing any such work or in filling in the ground or reinstating or
making good the road or pavement, or the sev{er drain or tunnel so
opened or broken up, or in carrying avvay the rubbish occasioned
thereby, or if they neglect to cause the place V\There such road or
pavement has been broken up to be fenced guarded and lighted, or
neglect to keep the road or pavement in repair for the space of three
months next after the same is made ge>od or such' further time as
aforesaid, they shall, forfeit to the persons having. the control or
management of the street bridge sewer drain or tunnel in respect of
V\Thieh such default is made a sum not exceeding five pounds for each
day during which any such default delay or omission as aforesaid
shall continue after they shall have received. notice thereof.

In cases of ~elay, . 10. If any such delay or onlission as aforesaid take place, the
persons havmg. con- HiO'hway Board or other person havinO' the control or management oftrol &e. may remstate lj . ..) lj

and recover expenses. the street bridge sewer drain or tunnel in respect of which such delay
or olnission shall take place may cause the work so delayed or omitted
to be executed, and the expense of executing the same shall.be repaid
to such Highway Board or other person by the Company; and such
expenses may be recovered in the same lnanner as damages are recovered
by an action or plaint in any Court of lavv of competent jurisdiction.

11. The Highway Board, if they deem it necessary to raise sink
or othervvise alter the situation of any gas-pipes or other works laid in
any of the streets, may from time to time, by notice in writing, require
the Conlpany tqeause forthwith, or as soon as conveniently may be,
any such pipes or works to be raised sunk or otherwise altered in position
in such Inanner as the Highway Board directs: Provided that such
alteration be not such as perlnanently to injure such works or to
prevent the gas from flowing as freely and conveniently as before;
and the expenses attending such raising sinking or altering, and
full compensation for every damage done thereby, shall be paid by
the Highway Board as well to the COlnpany as to all other persons.

Highway :Board may 12. If the Company do not proceed forthwith, or as soon as
act on default. • 1 b f t1 . f h t·convenIent y may e a tel" Ie receIpt 0 sue· no Ice~ to cause the

sanIe to be raised sunk or altered in such nlanner as the Highway
Board reqLlire, such Highway Board may thmnselves cause such pipes
or ,yorks to be raised sunk or altered as they think fit: Provided that
such works be not permanently injured thereby, or the gas prevented
from flovving as freely and conveniently as before.

13. The inhabitants of any district within the limits of this Act
may require the Conlpany to extend their gas-pipes to any distance
within the said limits, being not less than one mile in a continuo}ls
line, if they shall so desire, and a majority of the said inhabitants, being
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ratepayers,shall sign·a mmnorial addressed to the OOinpany requiring
them to make such extensions, .and shall show to the satisfaction of a
Resident Magistrate that the net profits of the Oompany to arise froln
such extension will not be less than fifteen pounds per centum per
annum on the cost of such extension as aforesaid, and ina reasonable
proportion of the cost of the works connected therewith; and such
Resident Magistrate may, upon being satisfied thereon, make an order
requiring the Oompany to commence and prosecute the 'works
necessary for such extension from a time to be mentioned in such
order, and the Oompany shall from such time use all due diligence in
the prosecution of such works in cOlupliance 'with the said order.

14. If the Oompany shall refuse or neglect to comply with such Penalty?n Oompany

order, the Oompany shall forfeit a sum not exceeding five pounds, tobe forlrefut.smgtord

bl . h . 0 f . t· .. d" .{! h neg ec 1l1g ° °so.recoverae 'Wlt costs In any ourt 0 compe ent JurIS lOtIon, .lOl~ eac.
day during which they shall refuse or neglect to comply with such
order from the time when notice of such neglect or refusal shall have
been served on the Oompany by any of such. inhabitants, being rate-
payers as aforesaid, unless it shall appear to such Oourt that the delay
arose from circumstances beyond the control of the Oompany.

15. The Oompany may from time to time enter into any contract Power of Oompany

for lighting or supplying with O'as any public or private buildings t.o co?tract for
• • • ~ ' hght1l1g.

or prOVIdIng any person WIth pIpes burners meters and lanlps, and
for the repairs thereof, and may also from time to time enter
into any contract with the Highway Board, or other person having the
control of any streets, for lighting the same or any of them with gas, and
providing such Highway Board or other person with lamps lamp-posts
burners and pipes for such purpose, and for the repairs thereof, in such
manner and upon such terms as shall be agreed on between the Oom-
pany and the said Highway Board or other person.

16. The Oompany may let for hire any meter for ascertaining the Oompany may let

quantity of gas consumed or supplied, and any fittings for the gas, meters.

- for such remuneration in money as shall be agreed on between the
Company and any person to whom the same may be so let; and such
renluneration shall be recoverable in the same manner as the rents or
sums due to the Oompany for gas; and such meters and fittings shall
not be subject to distress for rent of the premises wherein the same
may be used, nor to be taken in execution of any process of a Oourt of
Law or Equity or in Bankruptcy against the person in "Those possession
the same may be.

17. The Olerk,Engineer, or other person duly appointed for the Officers ofOo?1J2any

Purpose by the Oonlpany may at all reasonable times enter any buildinO' may enter .b-.;tlld1l1gs
'0 . • '. .. • • b for ascerta1l11l1g

or place lIghted WIth gas supplIed by the Oompany In order to Inspect quantities of gas

the meters fittings and works for regulating the supply of gas, and for. consumed.

the purpose of ascertaining the quantity of gas consumed or supplied;
and if any person hinders such officer or person as aforesaid from
entering and making inspection as aforesaid at any reasonable time, he
shall for every such offence forfeit to the Company a sum not exceed-
ing five pounds.

18. If any person supplied with gas by the Oompany neglect to Recovery of rent du~
- pay the rent due for the same, the Oompanymay stop the gas from for gas.

entering the· premises of such person by cutting off the service-pipe or
by such measures as the Oompany shall think fit, and may recover the
rent due from such person, together with· the expense of cutting off the
gas, and the cost of recovering the rent by action in any Oourt of
competent jurisdiction.

19. Notice to the Company from a consumer for the discontinu- Notice ofdiscon~
ance of a supply of gas shall not be of any effect unless it be in writing, tinuance.

and be left at the registered office for the time being of the Oompany or
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at the office of the Company's Manager at the Company's works at
the Thames.

20. ,In all cases in which the Company are authorized to cut off
and take away the supply of gas -from any house or building or
premises under the provisions of this Act, the C0111pany, their agents
or workmen, after giving twenty-four hours' previous notice to the
occupier, may enter into any such house building or premises between
the hours of nine in the forenoon and four in the afternoon, and remove
and carry away any pipe lueter fittings or other works the property of
the Company. .

21. Every person who shall lay or .. cause to be laid any pipe to
communicate-with any pipe belonging to the Oompany without their
consent, or shall fraudulently alter or injure any such meter as aforesaid
or part thereof, or shall fraudulently wilfully or knowingly prevent such
meter from duly registering the quantity of gas supplied, or who, in
case the gas supplied by the Company is not ascertained by meter, shall
use any burner other than such as has been provided or approved of by
the Company or of larger dimensions than he has contracted to pay for,
or shall keep the lights burning for a longer tilne than he has contracted
to pay for, or who shall otherwise improperly use or burn such gas, or
shall supply any other person with any part of the gas supplied to him
by the Company, shall forfeit to the Oompanythe sum of five pounds
for every such offence, and also the sum of forty shillings for every
day such pipe· shall so remain, or such burner shall be so used, or such
excess be so committed or continued, or such supply furnished; and the
Company may take off the gas from the house and premises of the
'person so offending notwithstanding any contract which may have been
previously entered into.

22. Before any persoll connects or disconnects any meter through
which any of the gas of the Company is intended to be or has been
registered, he shall give not less than twenty-four hours' notice in
writing to the Company of his intention to do so; and any person
offending against this enactment. shall for every such offence he liahle
to a penalty not exceeding five pounds.

23. When any consumer leayes the premises where gas has been
supplied to him. 'without paying to the Company the gas-rent due from
him, the Company shall be entitled to. require from the next tenant
payment of the ,arrears accruing since the meter 'shall have been last
taken by the Company and left unpaid by the former tenant, if such
next tenant shall consume any gas of the Company without haying
first given to the Company twenty-four hours' notice of his intention
to do so; and if such notice shall be given, such incoming tenant shall
not be liable for such arrears as aforesaid.

24. Every person who shall wilfully disconnect remove destroy or
damage any pipe pillar post plug lamp or other ,work of the COlnpany
for supplying gas, or who shall wilfully extinguish any of the public
lamps or lights, or 'waste or improperly use any of the gas supplied by
the Company, shall for every such offence forfeit to the COlupany any
sum not exceeding five pounds in addition to the amountot damage
done.

25. Every person who shall carelessly or accid.entally break throw
down or damage any pipe pillar post plug or lamp belonging to the
Company or under their control shall pay such sun1- of 1110ney by way
of satisfaction to. the Oompany for thedalnage done, not exceeding
ten pounds, as any Resident Magistrate shall deem reasonrl,le.

26. Every person supplied 'withgas by the OompanY'\rv>.lo wilfully
suffers any pipe meter or other gas-fitting to be out of repair, so that
the gas supplied to him is wasted, shall for every such offence forfeit


