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Provinces, except the Province of New Plymouth, may from time to exercised within
time, by Act or Ordinance, declare certain districts within the said certl\in districts.

waste lands in each Province to be townships, with rural and suburban
lands annexed thereto, and also agricultural and small farm reserves,
and no Government scrip shall be exercised within such districts except
in. payment to the extent of twenty per cent. of the purchase money of
any allotments therein purchased, unless with the express consent of
such Superintendent and Provincial Oouncil; and where the amount
of any Government scrip tendered in the purchase of any allotment
shall exceed twenty per cent. of the price thereof, the party tendering
the same shall be entitled to a credit for the balance of such scrip
towards further purchases, and so on in like manner, until the scrip be
exhausted: Provided that such reserves shall not in any Province
exceed in the aggregate one hundred thousand acres.

9. This Act may be cited for all purposes as " The Land Orders Short Title.

and Scrip Act, 1856."

LAND CLAIJI[S
SETTLEMENT.

Preamble.

AN
No. XXXII.

ACT to provide for the final Settlement of Claims
arising out of dealings with the Aborigines of New
Zealand. [16th August, 1856.J

WHEREAS sundry claims to land have arisen within the Oolony
of New Zealand in respect of dealings with the abQriginal

'inhabitants thereof:
And whereas sundry Crown Grants have been issued in respect

of the aforesaid claims under the Public Seal of the Oolony of New
, Zealand: And whereas, for the settlement of the said claims or the RecitalofOrdinance~.

rendering valid the said grants, the undermentioned Ordinances have gLeg~~lative

been from time to time passed by the Governor and Lieutenant- ounCI.

Governor and the Legislative Oouncil of the said Oolony :-
(1.) Session I.,No. 2-" An Ordinance to repeal within the

said Oolony ofNew Zealand a certain Act of the Governor
and Legislative Oouncil of New South Wales, made and
passed in the fourth year of the reign of Her present
Majesty, and adopted under an. Ordinance of the
Governor and Legislative Oouncil of New Zealand, for
extending the Laws of.New South Wales to the said
Oolony of New Zealand, and which said Act of the
Governor and Oouncil of New South Wales is intituled
'An Act to empower the Governor of New South Wales
to appoint Oommissioners with certain powers to examine
and report on Claims to Grants of Land in New Zealand,'
and also to terminate any Oommission issued under the
same, and to authorize the Governor of the Colony of New
Zealand to appoint Commissioners with certain powers to
examine and report on Claims to Grants of Land therein,
and to declare all other titles except those allowed by the
Orown null and void."

(2~) Session III., No. 3-" An Ordinance to amend' The Land
Olaims Ordinance' Session T., No.2."

(3.) Session VII., No. 22-" An Ordinance to authorize Oom
pensation
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pensation in Oolonial Debentures to be" made to certain
Claimants to land in the Colony of New Zealand." _

(4.) 'Session X., No. 4-" An Ordinance for quieting Titles to
Land in the Province of New Ulster."

And whereas many of the said land claims are still unsettled, and
the validity of the said grants is disputed on various grounds, and
it is essential to the peace and well-being of the Colony that all
such land claims should be finally settled and such disputed grants
corrected: And whereas, by reason of lapse of time and other
circumstances, proceedings cannot be effectually taken under the said
recited Ordinances for affecting the said objects, and it is expedient
that new and other provisions should be made in that behalf:

BE IT THEREFORE ENACTED by the General Assembly of New
Zealand as follows :-

Repeal of so much of 1. So much of the said Ordinances, Session 1., No.2,' Session
recited Ordinances III N 3 S " VII N 22 d S . X N 4 .as is repugnant to ., O. ,ess~0!1 ". o. , .an eSSlon ., 0.', as IS repug~

this Aot. nant to the prOVIsIons of thIS Act IS hereby repealed.

Governor to appoint
.commissioners.

Governor may
.appoint Assistant
,<Commissioners.

.commissioners shall

.establish rnles of
procedure.

Governor to fix
salaries of Commis
sioners and Assistant
Commissioners.

1...,-ESTA:BLISHMENT AND CONSTITUTION OF COURT OF COMMISSIONERS.
2. It shall be lawful for the Governor of the Colony from time

to time, by Letters Patent under the Public Seal of the Oolony, to
appoint Commissioners for carrying this Act into effect, who shall be
styled "Land Claim Oommissioners," and from time to time, by
warrant under his hand, to remove any such Commissioner.

3. Every Commissioner shall have all the powers hereby vested
in the Commissioners.

4. Every Oommissioner, before proceeding to act, shall take and
subscribe before a Judge of the Supreme Court an oath that he will
faithfully perform the duties of his office.

5. The Governor may from time to time, by warrant under his
hand, upon the recommendation of the Commissioners, appoint As
,sistant Commissioners for carrying this Act into effect, and from .time
to time to remove any such Assistant Commissioner.

Commissioners' 6. The Oommissioner's Court shall be deemed a Oourt of Record,
Courts to be Courts of and shall be open to the public and shall have the powers incidentRecord and open to ' '.
the public. ' to Courts of Record; and the Oommissioners and Assistant CommIS-

sioners shall have the like power to compel the attendance of witnesses
and production of books and papers as Judges of the Supreme Oourt,
and may issue warrants and processes accordingly, and may administer
oaths. Every decision of the Commissioners shall be final. and con
clusive, subject only to any alteration to be made on appeal as
hereinafter provided. .

7. The Oommissioners shall frame and establish rules for the
sittings of the Court, and notices thereof, the notification of proceed
ings, and generally for the conduct of business under this Act, and
may from time to time alter such rules. And all such rules and all
alterations thereof shall be submitted to the Governor in Council, and
upon being approved ofshall be published in the Government Gazette
of the Colony, and when so published shall have the force of law.

8. The Governor shall fix the salaries to be paid to the Commis
sioners and Assistant Commissioners.

Every Commissioner
to have full powers
,of Commissioners.
.commissioners to
take oath faithfully
to perform duties.

Ir.-POWERS OF COMMISSIONERS, SU:BJECTS OF INQUIRY, AND MODE
OF, INVESTIGATION.

Commissioners t? 9., The Commissioners shall have power, according to the pro-
hear and determme ' .. f thO A t t h ddt·, 11 I ' h' h . ht hold land claims and VISIOnS 0 IS C, 0 ear an e ermIne a calms w IC mIg ave
examine and dispose been heard examined and reported on under the provisions of the said
of grants under same 't d 0 'd' S' I N 2 S . III N 3 d 11 1 ..and pre-emptive reCI e I' InanCeS, eSSlOn .., O. ,eSSIOn ., 0." ,an a calms
e1aims. whatsoever
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Reports to be
delivered to and
guide Oommissioners.

Questions of law may
be submitted by
Oommissioners for
the opinion of one of'
the Judges of the
Supreme Oourt.

whatsoever to land 01' compensation arising out of dealings with the
aboriginal inhabitants of the Colony prior to the establishment of
British sovereignty, or since that period, with the sanction of the
Government, or under the Proclamations issued by Governor Fitzroy,
dated respectively the twenty-sixth of March, one thousand eight
hundred and forty-four, and the tenth of October, one thousand eight
hundred and forty-four, and to examine and determine all questions
relating to grants issued in respect of the same, subject to the
exceptions and provisions hereinafter contained.

10. rrhe Commissioners may direct any Assistant Commissioner May direct Assistant
to examine ,into and report as to the circumstances relating to any Oom~iss~onersto
1 · t b' t' t d d thO At' t th' '. b'l' f examme mto andCalm 0 e Inves Iga e un er . IS c, or as 0 e practlCa 1 Ity 0 report as to any

giving possession of any land to be given in right of any grant,and as grant 01' claim.
to any other matter or thing to be inquired of under this Act, and
every such Assistant Oommissioner may examine and report accord-
ingly; and in making such examination and report the Assistant
Commissioners shall proceed according to such ,directions as shall be
laid down in that behalf by the Oommissioners in accordance with the
provisions of this Act.

11. All reports by Assistant Oommissioners shall be returned to
.the Oommissioners, and in finally hearing and, deciding upon claims the
Oommissioners may proceed upon such reports in like manner as if such
examination had taken place before the Commissioners themselves.

12. Any person objecting to any claims or grants to be investi- Objections to be
gated or examined under this Act, may appear and have such objections h:~rd on payment
heard by the Oommissioners and Assistant Oommissioners, on payment 0 ees.
of the fees prescribed in Schedule A to this Act annexed.

13. Where any claimant grantee or other person interested in Appeal in cases of
any claim or grant which shall be examined by the Commissioners parties aggrieved.
shall consider himself aggrieved by any decision of the Oommissioners,
he may within one calendar month after such decision appeal to any
Judge of the Supreme Court upon a case, in writing, to be stated or
settled by the Oommissioners, a copy of which case may be taken by
the appellant, upon which case the Judge shall certify his opinion in
writing to the Oommissioners, and the Commissioners shall be bound
to follow such opinion, ahd agreeably to such opinion shall reverse
alter or confirm their decision.

14. The Oommissioners may, either at the instance of a party or
of their own motion, in any case of doubt upon a question of law, sub
mit a case thereon in writing to any Judge of the Supreme Oou.rt, who
shall certify his opinion thereon in writing to the Oommissioners, and
the Oommissioners shall follow such opinion.

Nor claims in right '.
of which grants have·
been issued.

Olasses of claims
which shall not be
heard by the
Commissioners.
No new claims to be
heard.

(4.) In

IH.-OLAIMS NOT TO BE HEARD.

15. It shall not be lawful for the' Commissioners to entertain or
investigate any claims in any of the followi:qg cases :-

(1.) In which the claim shall not have been made and notified
in writing to the Government of the Colony prior to the
passing of this Act.

(2.) In which the claims shall have been heard and allowed
wholly or in part, and in respect of which the Claimant shall
have accepted, in satisfaction of such claim, compensation
in money or debentures, or a grant of land.

(3.) In which the claim shall have been heard by a former Oom- Nor c1aim~ undel' the
missioner and disallowed except as hereinafter provided Proclamatwn of the, . . ' lOth October, 1844,
with respect to claims arising under the Proclamation of already disallowed.
the tenth of October, one thousand eight hundred and forty-
four.

.24-vOL. II.
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(5.)

Nor where claim
lapsed through
default of claimant.

Claims to be
preferred.

Land Claims Settlement. 'i

(4.) In which the right of the claimant to have his claim heard
.and decided under a former law shall have lapsed through
default of the claimant, except as last aforesaid.
In which the claimant shall not, before the first day of
July, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-eight, have
notified his intention to have his claim heard under the
provisions of this Act.

<Jommiseioners to
examine grant.

·Grants declared void
to be cancelled.

{)laimants to have
survey made and
maps produced.

IV.-PRQCEEDINGS WITH RESPECT TO VOIDABLE GRANTS.

Attorney-General to 16. The Attorney-General shall on behalf of Her Majesty, by
callinvoidablegrants. notice in the form or to the effect prescribed in the Schedule B to this

Act annexed, to be published in the Government Gazette, call on and
require the person or persons interested in or holding or claiming title
under any Orown Grant heretofore issued in respect of any of the afore
said claims made of lands over which it may be alleged that the Native
-title has not been extinguished, or in which it may be alleged that
there is such uncertainty of description as would render the same void
or voidable in law, or that there is not a map which has been approved
of by the Government of the lands granted delineated or indorsed
thereon, to produce such Orown Grant to the said Commissioners on or
before some specified day, and also by the same or any other such
notice to specify some day for hearing and determining the validity of
such grant: Provided that no such' proceeding shall· be initiated after
the first day of July, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-eight.

17. The Commissioners on the day specified in such notice shall,
after due proof thereof, proceed to examine the grant, and shall proceed
according to rules to be established as aforesaid in that behalf.

Grants not 'produced 18. If at the time and place appointed such grant be not pro
or found VOld to be.duced or if on production thereof and on examination of the circum-declared so; CommlS- , . . .
1!ioners decision to stances It shall appear that the NatIve tItle over the land granted or
have same e.ffect a~ over any part thereof is not extinguished or that there is in such grantrepeal by 8c~refac~a8. . .• • '

such uncertamty of descrIptIOn as would render. the same void or void-
able in law, then, after hearing the case, if the Oommissioners after
giving effect to the provisions of the said recited Ordinance, Session X.,
No.4, shall be of opinion that the same is void or voidable in law, they
may adjudge and determine such grant to be null and void; and such
adjudication shall have the same force' and effect in annulling and
making vqid the same as if the same were repealed by process of scire
facias.

19. If upon the production of such grant it shall appear thatthe
same is not void or voidable. in law, but that no accurate map of the
lands granted is delineated or indorsed thereon, the Commissioners
may make an order requiring the person or persons producing such
grant to deliver to the Commissioners, at some specified place and
time, such an accurate map. as aforesaid, certified by some competent
Surveyor to be approved· of by the Commissioners, and in default
thereof the Oommissioners may adjudge and determine such grant to
be null and void, and such adjudication shall have such force and
effect as aforesaid.

20. Every grant so adjudged to be null and void shall be forth
with delivered up and cancelled.

Valid gra~ts to be 21. If after such hearing the grant shall appear to the Com
returned mdorsed. missioners sufficient and valid in law, the same shall forthwith be

delivered to the person or persons by whom the same shall have been
produced; but the Commissioners in every such case shall indorse
upon the grant a certificate of the validity of such grants, and every
grant so indorsed shall be deemed to be valid to all intents and
purposes whatsoever.

22. In.
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Where a definite quantity of l.and shall have been specified
in the cancelled grant, if the boundaries described shall be
of sufficient extent, the Oommissioners shall adjud'ge such
quantity, with an addition not exceeding one-sixth, to be
selected by the grantee out of the lands comprised within
such boundaries.

(b.) If the boundaries described shall not contain the requisite
quantity, the grant shall be adjudged for so much as the
boundaries do contain, in satisfaction of all claim.

(c.) Where there shall be several grants of the same land, or of
land within the same boundaries, the Oommissioners shall
adopt such scheme of division selection or apportionment
as shall in their judgment be best adapted to meet the
justice of the case.

(d.) In no case shall any person be entitled to a new grant of
more than the quantity expressed in .the cancelled grant,
except that the grant may be extended to one-sixth more
than such expressed quantity.

(e.) In all cases accurate maps of the lands to be granted shall
be furnished to, the Oommissioners at the cost of the
parties; such maps to be certified by some competent
Surveyor to be approved of by the Oommissioners.

(f) In any case not specially provided for, the Oommissioners
shall proceed according to such'rules as they may judge
best adapted to meet the justice of the case, but as near as
may be in accordance with the provisions of this Act.

24. Every new grant shall be subject in equity to the same To be su~j~ct to the

claims rights and interests as the cancelled grant in lieu whereof such same equltles as .
• cancelled grants.

new grant shall have been Issued.

22. In the case of grants without accurate maps, and as to Commissionerlt shall

which such maps shall be furnished as aforesaid, the Oommissioners cdaul.se mtaPds to be t
" j • e mea e on gran s.

shall cause copIes of such maps, properly certIfied by the Oom-
missioners, to be delineated or indorsed on the grants, and such grants
shall thereupon be delivered to the person or person producing the
same, on payment of fees. .

23. vVhen in pursuance of the provisions of this Act any such ~ew g:an~s to be
grant shall be adjudged by the Oommissioners to be null and void, and Issued m. heu of those

11 . , f 1 d' d' t' bdl' d d cancellen.the same sha 111 pursuance 0 sue 1 a JU lOa IOn e e lVere up an
cancelled, it shall be lawful for the Oommissioners, at the time of such
adjudication or at some subsequent day to be fixed by the Oom
missioners, and upon application of any person or persons who may
appear to the Commissioners interested therein, to direct that there
shall be issued in favour of the person or persons who may appear to
the Oommissioners best entitled thereto a new grant, or several new
grants, under the Public Seal of the Oolony, of such lands as the
Oommissioners shall agreeably to the provisions herein contained
direct, and the Oommissioners shall proceed according to the following
rules:-

(a.)

V.-PROCEEDINGS Wrfn RESPECT TO CLAIMS FOR WHICH NO GRANTS
HAVE :BEEN ISSUED.

Old Land Claims.
25. In resp'ect of claims arising under purchases made from the In claims prior to

Natives before the fourteenth of January, one thousand eight hundred Jcanua~y,.1840,t

d .(.' t h' h 'd th . . f th' A thO .. ommlSSlOuers 0an .Lor y, w lC ,un er< e provlslOns 0 IS c, t e ommlSSloners aseel'tain 'amount of
are empowered to investigate, the Oommissioners, in order to ascertain acres to be granted.

and determine the quantity of land which may be granted to any
claimant, shall in every case inquire into and set forth, so far as it shall

. .\~
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In cases of special
hardship Commis
sioners may increase
&mount of acres in
grant.

Maximum of 2,560
acres not to be
exceeded except in
special cases.

Governor.not to issue
grants in any case for
more land than
conveyed in any
existing grant.

One-foUl'th of value
to be paid for land to
be granted under
Proclamation of
lOth October, 1844.

One-fourth of thc
.value to be paid for
such 'compensation
land.
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When lands to which
claimant may be
declared entitled
have been alienated,
Commissioners may
direct compensation

Vr.-GENERAL PROVISIONS.

32. In 3<ny case of claim or grant, when the particular lands
which would otherwise have been directed to be granted shall have
been alienated by Government, the Oommissioners may dil'ect a grant
to be made of other lands, being part of the demesne lands of thE}

Orown
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Crown in the Province in which the claim arises, by way of compen- in other lands;

sation for the original claim. In estimating the quantity of compen- hquantityto b~ given;

t ' . 'I d t b' 1 t £ 'd th 0' ., h 11 ow to be estlmated.Sa IOn an 0 e gIven as as a oresal, e ommlsslOners s a
estimate the same by the amount realized upon such alienation of the
land comprised in the original claim, but in no case shall the original
land be estimated as having realized more than one pound per acre.

33. Provided always, and notwithstanding anything in this Act General power to

contained, in any case not hereinbefore provided for in which under ~omn~issionersto
'1 't . th . d t f th 0 ., '.I' t lllvesbgate cases ofSpema Clrcums ances, In e JU gmen 0 e' ommlsslOners, manlLeS proved injustice and

hardship or injustice shall have been done or suffered, they may award compensation.

recommend to the Governor that such case be specially considered,
and the Governor, if he shall thinkftt, may order the Oommissioners to
hear such claim, and the Oommissioners shall hear it accordingly, and
decide the same according to equity and good conscience, and may
direct a grant of land or compensation in land as they, may think
,equitable according to the circumstances.

34. Derivative claims may be heard ahd decided under this Act, Derivative claims

as well as original claims, and in all cases of dispute between m~y be heard ,under

1 ' t th 0 ., d 'd th d' t t'l ' thls Act, and III cases
C Mman S, e ommlsslOners may em e e same accor Ing 0 lelr of dispute, decision of

judgment, and such decision shall be binding on the parties, subject to Cb,omd~issioners

1 h 'b.l' 'd d III mg.appea as erem elore provl e .
. 35. No subdivision of an original claim shall entitle parties to a No sub-division of

larger O'rant or more favourable terms of settlement than if the claim original claim to
b , , extend grant.

had remamed entIre.
36. Where lands claimed or granted shall have been subdivided, I?- cases of ~u?divi.

d h 11 b 1 · db' 1 t' th 0 .. h 11' SlOn OommlSSlOnersan s a e c alme y severa par leS, e ommlSSloners sa, In to make such award

directing grants to be issued and compensation to be made under this as may seem fit.

Act, make such order and direction as to them shall seem best adapted
to meet the justice of the case.

37. No compensation shall in any case be givenin money scrip No ~omp~nsation to

1 d 'd't 'bl 'ft d 'd:fi dId be glVen III moneyor an Ole 1 S eXerClSa e over unspeCl e or un e ne an s, scrip or indefinite

38. No lands shall be included in any grant under the provisions land credits.

of this Act over which it shall not be proved to the satisfaction of the No ~and.over which

O " th t th N t' t'tl' t' . h d h' h h 11 b Nabve tltle notOmmlSSlOnerS a e a Ive 1 e IS ex Inguls e , or w lC s a e extinguished or reo

required for any purposes of public utility or convenience' and before quire.d ~y General or'
. " " ProvlllClal Govern-

any grant shall be recommended, It shall be the duty of the Oommls- ments for public

sioners to ascertain from the General Government and from the purposes to be

Government of the Province wherein such lands are situated whether granted.

the lands proposed to be granted or any part thereof are required for
any such purpose,

39. In any case of claim or grant heard or examined by the Where.Nat!ve title

Oommissioners under the provisions of this Act in which the Native notextmgmshed,
" ' , " Governor may at coslr

tItle shall not be proved to have been extmgmshed over the lands of claima?-t c~use it

comprised in such claim or grant, or any part thereof, it shall be to be extmgmshed.

lawful for the Governor, on behalf of Her Majesty, on payment by the
claimant of the estimated cost of extingnishing the Native title to
such lands, or any part thereof, and all expenses incident ~hereto, to
extinguish such title and obtain a cession of such lands to lIer
Majesty, and thereupon to make a grant of the same, in accordance
with the provisions of this Act, and in like manner as if the Native
title had been proved'to have been extinguished,

40. The Commissioners shall not recommend any lands to be No lands to

granted unl.ess a.,nd until such lands shall have been effectually marked, bot"recomrn,~nded for,. 'a'rant untll marked
out upon the grpund, and a certificate to that effect, signed by some ou on the ground by

competent surveyor approved by the Oommissioners, shall ha,ve been a sl rveyor.

delivered to the Oommissioners; and no grant shall be issued for any \
. such land until a survey thereof shall have been made and a proper \--
plan of the same deposited with the Oommissioners. ' _J

25-vOL. II. 41. The
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Governortopresoribe 41. The Governor may from time to time prescribe such rules as
rules as to shape of regards the shape and frontage of all lands to be granted under the
blooks. provisions of this Act as to him may seem fit, and the Commissioners

shall observe all such rules.
Governor may issuer 42. The Governor may make and issue grants of land out of the
~rants of ,,:aste ~an, waste lands of the Crown in any Province in conformity with the,·
III oonformlty WIth t '.. • • •• ' • • • ••
the provisions of th~8 prOVISIOnS of thIS Act, m satIsfactIOn of clalmSarlsmg wlthm such
Aot. CProvince.
Commissioners may 43. In all cases of surveys and maps required by this Act, the
order surveys and Oommissioners may in their discretion order such surveys or maps tocharge oosts of same .. .
to grantees. be made under theIr own dIrectIOn, and may charge after the rate of

one shilling and sixpence per acre for all lands surveyed; such
charge to be paid by each grantee respectively before or at the time of '
the issue of his grant.

Allowanoe in land to 44. In every case' of surveys and maps, whether made by parties
be made for surveys. themselves or by order of the Oommissioners under the power last

aforesaid, allowance shall be made, in land for the charges of, such
surveys and maps at the rate of one shilling and sixpence per acre, and
an additional quantity of land shall be granted to the respective parties
by way of compensation in respect of such allowance, to be computed at
the rate of one acre for every ten shillings paid on account of such
charges.

C.ompensationto be 45. Every person paying fees in respect of any Orown Grant
gIven to the amount . d b th 0 ,. d thO A t h 11 b' t'tl d t{)f fees paid in respect eXamIne y e ommlssIOners un er IS C, S a e en 1 e . 0 an
of Orown Grants. allowance in land by way of compensation after such rate as the

Oommissioners shall deem equivalent in value to the amount of fees so
paid.

Compensation to be 46. All compensation land shall be awarded out of the lands in
aw~rdedout oflands respect of which the Claim arises if available but if not then (exceptclaImed, else out of . . . ' . ' '.
lands specially reo m cases under sectIOns twenty-nme, thIrty, and thirty-one of thIS Act)
llervedforthepurpose. out of any lands which maybe specially set apart by the Super-

intendent of the Province, with the assent of the Governor, for the
purpose of satisfying such compensation claims; and if no such lands
shall be so specially set apart, then generally out of the waste lands of
the Province in which the Claim arises: Provided always, if the land
available in respect of which the claim arises be of such character as
not to afford reasonable compensation to the party entitled thereto, the
Oommissioners may in their discretion award an additional number of
acres not exceeding one acre for every acre of compensation land.

Grantees at their ow~',', 47. All lands authorized to be granted by this Act Sh,all becost to select land. 1 db·se ecte y and at the cost of the grantee. .
In cas~ o~ opposition' 48. In case of any opposition to any grant or claim (except the
CommlSSlOners may . t b 'f th N t' H If' t ) th 0 ..give costs to either opponen e a e a Ive race or a a -cas e, e OmllilSSIOnerS
party. may, if they think fit, award such costs as they may deem reasonable,

not exceeding the expenses actually incurred, to be paid by either
party to the other. .

Validity?fgrant (' 49. Every grant of land made in pursuance or purporting to be
under thIS Act. 'i! made, in pursuance of this Act shall be deemed and taken to be a good

\ valid and effectual conveyance of the land thereby intended to be
Iconveyed, against Her Majesty, her heirs and successors, and against
~. all other persons whatsoever.

Proceedings undel' 50. All proceedings under this Act may be conducted, not
this Act need not be d' t t' t' 1 b t d' t' 't d d .conducted according accor Ing 0 s rIC aw, u accor Ing 0 equl y an goo consClence,
to the strict letter of and no informality whatever shall vitiate such proceedings. And in
the law. all cases not specially provided for by this Act, the Oommissioners

shall make such orders and adjudications and give such directions as
shall in their judgment be most agreeable to equity and good conscience,
and as nearly as may be in accordance with the provisions of this Act.

51. There
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51. There shall be paid the fees and expenses set forth in the
table in the Schedule A to this Act annexed, and a table of such fees
and expenses shall be published in the Government Gazette.

52. All such fees and expenses shall be paid into a pommon fund,
out of which the salaries and expenses incident to the Oommission
shall be defrayed, and the deficiency if any shall be defrayed out of
the general revenue of the Oolony.

53. No grants shall be issued nor any proceedings taken under
the provisions of this Act until payment has been made of the
respective fees prescribed in the Schedule of Fees appended to this
Act.

54. And whereas there are cases in which aboriginal native
women have married men not being aborigines, and there are children
of such marriages, and there are also other children where the maternal
parent only is of the Native race: And whereas various transactions
in land have taken place in reference to such persons, and it is expedient
that inquiry should be made into such cases with a view to make a just
provision for the same: Be it therefore further enacted that the
Commissioners appointed under this Act shall make full inquiry into
all such cases, and report the evidence taken and their opinions thereon
to the Governor.

55. The term" Governor" shall mean the Officer for the time
being lawfully Administering the Government of the Oolony of New
Zealand. Words importing the singular number shall include the
plural number, and words importing the plural number shall include
the singular number, and words importing the masculine gender only,
shall include females.

56. This Act may be cited for all purposes, as " The Land Claims
.settlement .Act, 1856."

SOHEDULES.

SOHEDULE A,
FEES P.A.Y.A.BLE.

Fees to be paid by
suitors.

How to bedisposedof.

No grants to be issued
or proceedings taken
until all fees paid.

Commissioners to
inquire into land
transactions in which
aboriginal women and
half-caste children are
concerned, and report
the result to the
Governor.

Interpretation.

Short Title.

Upon the notification of any claim under the provisions of this Act, by the
claimant ... ... '" ... ... ... . ..

For the hearing of every objection or opponent to a claim (the objector or
opponent not being of the aboriginal race), by such objector or opponent

For every summons for witnesses, each summons containing one name, by the
party requiring the same '" ... ... '... ...

For every witness examined or document or voucher produced in evidence, by
the party in whose behalf examined or produced ... ... ...

For taking down the examination of every witness,by the party on whose
behalf examined ... ... ... ...

For everyone hundred words after the first one hundred, by the same
For every final award or recommendation of the Oommissioners, by the per-

son in whose favour made '" ... ... ... ...
For every grant issued under the authority of this Act, by the grantee '"
For everyone hundred acres of land included in such grant (except under

pre-emptive claims) ... ... ... ... ...
For every grant which shall be examined if found invalid or corrected
For every grant already made on which a plan shall be indorsed by Oommis-

sioners ... ... .
For indorsing certificate of validity
For every appeal, by ~he appellant .
For everyone hundreH words copied for the purpose of such appeal, by the

appellant

£ a. d.

5 o 0

1 o 0

o 5 0

0 1 0

0 2 6
0 1 0

5 o 0
1 o 0

o 10 0
2 o 0

500
2 o 0
5 0 0

o 10

SOHEDULE B.
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SCHEDULE B.
FORM OF NOTICE.

PURSUANT to the provisions of " The Land Olaims Settlement Act, 1856," all persons
interested iIi or claiming title under any of the Orown Grants specified in the Schedule
hereunto annexed are hereby, on behalf of Her Majesty, required to produce or cause to
be produced such OrownGrants before the Oommissioners of Land Olaims at , on
the day of

In default of the above grants being produced on the day and at the place above
mentioned (unless the non-production thereof be accounted for to the satisfaction of the
said Oommissioners), the said grants will,under the provisions of the aforesaid Act, be
declared null and void, and become so to all intents and purposes in like manner as if the
same had been repealed in the Supreme Oourt by process of 8cire facias.

A.B., Attorney-General.

Grantee. Date of Issue of Grant.

SOHEDULE O.

Locality of Land Granted.

Time when the Purchase was made. Per Acre.

Preamble.

Short Title.

£ s. d. £ s. d.
From 1st January, 1815, to 31st December, 1824 ... ... 0 0 6 0 0 0

"
1825,

"
1829 ... ... 0 0 6 0 0 8

"
1830, "

1834 .. , ... ° 0 8 ° 1 0

"
1835,

"
1836 ... ... 0 1 0 0 2 0

"
1837,

"
1838 ... ... 0 2 0 0 4 0

"
1839,

"
1839 ... ." 0 4 0 0 8 0

And 50 per cent. above these rates for persons not personally resident in New Zealand
or not having a Resident Agent on the spot.

Goods when given to the Natives in barter for land to be estimated at three times
the selling price in Sydney at the time.

No. XXXIII.
SCOTCH LAW AN ACT to enable Persons qualified to Practice in the

PRACTITIONERS. Sh 'ff C f S tl d b d . d P .en ourts a co an to e a mitte to ractlce
in the Supreme Court. [16th August, 1856.J

WHEREAS it is expedient to extend the privilege of enrollment
. to practice as a solicitor in the Supreme Oourt of New Zealand

to persons qualified to practice or to be admitted to practice in any
Sheriff Court in Scotland:

,BE I'l' ENACTED by the General Assembly of New Zealand as
follows :-

Persons qualified to 1. In addition to the persons qualified to be enrolled in the
practice in the Sheriff Supreme Oourt of New Zealand to practice therein as solicitors, there
Courts of Scotland. " • •
maybe admitted to may, from and after the passmg of thIS Act, be enrolled so to practICe
~ractice i~ the in the said Oourt all persons who shall have been admitted to practice

uprerne ourt. as writers or solicitors in any Sheriff Oourt in Scotland or who shall
have become qualified to be admitted so to practice in any such Oourt.

2. This Act may be cited for all purposes as "The Sootoh Law
"Praotitioners .A.ot, 1856."

No. XXXIV.




